F L ORTIDA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

CS/HB 1343 2020

1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to environmental resource management;
3 providing a short title; requiring the Department of
4 Health to provide a report regarding the Onsite Sewage
5 Program to the Governor and Legislature by a specified
6 date; directing the Department of Health and the
7 Department of Environmental Protection to submit
8 recommendations regarding the transfer of the program
9 to the Governor and Legislature by a specified date;
10 requiring the departments to enter into an interagency
11 agreement that meets certain requirements by a
12 specified date; transferring the Onsite Sewage Program
13 in the Department of Health to the Department of
14 Environmental Protection; providing that certain
15 employees retain and transfer certain types of leave
16 upon the transfer; amending s. 20.255, F.S.; revising
17 the number of Cabinet members required to concur with
18 the appointment of the Secretary of Environmental
19 Protection; amending s. 373.036, F.S.; directing water
20 management districts to submit consolidated annual
21 reports to the Office of Economic and Demographic
22 Research; requiring such reports to include connection
23 and conversion projects for onsite sewage treatment
24 and disposal systems; amending s. 373.223, F.S.;
25 requiring the Department of Environmental Protection,
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26 in coordination with the water management districts,
277 to conduct a study on the bottled water industry in
28 the state; providing requirements for the study;
29 requiring the department to submit a report to the
30 Governor, Legislature, and Office of Economic and
31 Demographic Research by a specified date; providing
32 definitions; prohibiting the approval of certain
33 consumptive use permits; providing exceptions;
34 providing for expiration of such prohibition; amending
35 s. 373.4131, F.S.; requiring the Department of
36 Environmental Protection to include stormwater
37 structural control inspections as part of its regular
38 staff training; requiring the department and the water
39 management districts to adopt rules regarding
40 stormwater design and operation regulations by a
41 specified date and address specified information as
42 part of such rule development; requiring the
43 department to evaluate data relating to self-
44 certification and provide the Legislature with
45 recommendations for improvements; amending s.
46 381.0065, F.S.; authorizing the use of specified
47 nutrient reducing onsite sewage treatment and disposal
48 systems to meet certain total maximum daily load
49 requirements; requiring the Department of
50 Environmental Protection to adopt rules relating to
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51 the location of onsite sewage treatment and disposal
52 systems and complete such rulemaking by a specified
53 date; providing requirements for such rules; requiring
54 the department to determine that a hardship exists for
55 certain variance applicants; providing a definition;
56 providing that certain provisions relating to existing
57 setback requirements are applicable to permits only
58 until the effective date of certain rules adopted by
59 the department; removing provisions requiring certain
60 onsite sewage treatment and disposal system research
61 projects to be approved by a Department of Health
62 technical review and advisory panel; removing
63 provisions prohibiting the award of research projects
64 to certain entities; removing provisions establishing
65 a Department of Health onsite sewage treatment and
66 disposal system research review and advisory
67 committee; conforming provisions to changes made by
68 the act; amending s. 381.00651, F.S.; directing county
69 health departments to coordinate with the Department
70 of Environmental Protection to administer onsite
71 sewage treatment and disposal system evaluation and
72 assessment programs; conforming provisions to changes
73 made by the act; creating s. 381.00652, F.S.;
74 authorizing the Department of Environmental
75 Protection, in consultation with the Department of
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76 Health, to appoint an onsite sewage treatment and

77 disposal systems technical advisory committee;

78 providing for committee purpose, membership, and

79 expiration; requiring the committee to submit its

80 recommendations to the Governor and Legislature;

81 repealing s. 381.0068, F.S., relating to the

82 Department of Health onsite sewage treatment and

83 disposal systems technical review and advisory panel;
84 amending s. 403.061, F.S.; requiring the department to
85 adopt rules relating to domestic wastewater collection
86 and transmission system pipe leakages and inflow and
87 infiltration; requiring the department to adopt rules
88 to require public utilities or their affiliated

89 companies holding, applying for, or renewing a

90 domestic wastewater discharge permit to file certain
91 annual reports and data with the department; creating
92 s. 403.0616, F.S.; requiring the department, subject
93 to legislative appropriation, to establish a real-time
94 water quality monitoring program; encouraging the

95 formation of public-private partnerships; amending s.
96 403.067, F.S.; requiring basin management action plans
97 for nutrient total maximum daily loads to include

98 wastewater treatment and onsite sewage treatment and
99 disposal system remediation plans that meet certain
100 requirements; requiring the Department of Agriculture
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101 and Consumer Services to collect fertilizer
102 application records from certain agricultural
103 producers and provide the information to the
104 department annually by a specified date; requiring the
105 Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to
106 perform onsite inspections of the agricultural
107 producers at specified intervals; providing for
108 prioritization of such inspections; requiring certain
109 basin management action plans to include cooperative
110 agricultural regional water quality improvement
111 elements; authorizing the Department of Agriculture
112 and Consumer Services, in cooperation with specified
113 entities, to annually develop research plans and
114 legislative budget requests relating to best
115 management practices by a specified date; requiring
116 such entities to submit such plans to the Department
117 of Environmental Protection and the Department of
118 Agriculture and Consumer Services by a specific date;
119 requiring the Department of Environmental Protection
120 to work with specified entities to consider the
121 adoption of best management practices for nutrient
122 impacts from golf courses; creating s. 403.0671, F.S.;
123 directing the Department of Environmental Protection,
124 in coordination with specified entities, to submit a
125 report regarding wastewater projects identified in the
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126 basin management action plans to the Governor and
127 Legislature by a specified date and to submit certain
128 wastewater project cost estimates to the Office of
129 Economic and Demographic Research; creating s.
130 403.0673, F.S.; establishing a wastewater grant
131 program within the Department of Environmental
132 Protection; authorizing the department to distribute
133 appropriated funds for certain projects; providing
134 requirements for the distribution; requiring the
135 department to coordinate with each water management
136 district to identify grant recipients; requiring an
137 annual report to the Governor and Legislature by a
138 specified date; creating s. 403.0855, F.S.; providing
139 legislative findings regarding the regulation of
140 biosolids management in this state; requiring the
141 department to adopt rules; providing that such rules
142 are not effective until ratified by the Legislature;
143 providing requirements for certain biosolids land
144 application site permitees and permits; providing a
145 definition; authorizing the enforcement or extension
146 of certain local government regulations relating to
147 the land application of specified biosolids until such
148 regulations are repealed; amending s. 403.086, F.S.;
149 prohibiting sewage disposal facilities from disposing
150 waste into the Indian River Lagoon beginning on a
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151 specified date without certain advanced waste
152 treatment; directing the Department of Environmental
153 Protection, in consultation with specified entities,
154 to submit a report to the Governor and Legislature by
155 a specified date; requiring sewage disposal facilities
156 to have a power outage contingency plan, to take steps
157 to prevent overflows and leaks and ensure that the
158 wastewater reaches the facility for appropriate
159 treatment, and to provide the Department of
160 Environmental Protection with certain information;
161 requiring the department to adopt rules; limiting the
162 scope of such rules; authorizing utilities and
163 operating entities to consolidate certain reports;
164 providing that specified compliance is evidence in
165 mitigation for assessment of certain penalties;
166 amending s. 403.087, F.S.; requiring the department to
167 issue operation permits for certain domestic
168 wastewater treatment facilities under certain
169 circumstances; amending s. 403.088, F.S.; revising the
170 permit conditions for a water pollution operation
171 permit; requiring the department to submit a report
172 identifying all domestic wastewater treatment
173 facilities that experienced sanitary sewer overflows
174 to the Governor and Legislature by a specified date;
175 amending s. 403.0891, F.S.; requiring model stormwater
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176 management programs to contain model ordinances for
177 nutrient reduction practices and green infrastructure;
178 amending s. 403.121, F.S.; revising administrative
179 penalties for violations of ch. 403, F.S.; amending
180 ss. 403.1835 and 403.1838, F.S.; requiring the
181 Department of Environmental Protection to give funding
182 priority to certain domestic wastewater utility
183 projects; amending s. 403.412, F.S.; prohibiting local
184 governments from recognizing or granting certain legal
185 rights to the natural environment or granting such
186 rights relating to the natural environment to a person
187 or political subdivision; providing construction;
188 providing a determination and declaration of important
189 state interest; amending ss. 153.54, 153.73, 163.3180,
190 180.03, 311.105, 327.46, 373.250, 373.414, 373.705,
191 373.707, 373.709, 373.807, 376.307, 380.0552, 381.00¢,
192 381.0061, 381.0064, 381.0101, 403.08601, 403.0871,
193 403.0872, 403.707, 403.861, 489.551, and 590.02, F.S.;
194 conforming cross-references and provisions to changes
195 made by the act; providing a directive to the Division
196 of Law Revision; providing effective dates.
197
198 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
199
200 Section 1. This act may be cited as the "Clean Waterways
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201| Act."

202 Section 2. (1) By July 1, 2020, the Department of Health

203| must provide a report to the Governor, the President of the

204 Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives

205 detailing the following information regarding the Onsite Sewage

206 Program:

207 (a) The average number of permits issued each year;

208 (b) The number of department employees conducting work on

209 or related to the program each year; and

210 (c) The program's costs and expenditures, including, but

211| not limited to, salaries and benefits, equipment costs, and

212 contracting costs.

213 (2) By December 31, 2020, the Department of Health and the

214 Department of Environmental Protection shall submit

215 recommendations to the Governor, the President of the Senate,

216| and the Speaker of the House of Representatives regarding the

217 type two transfer of the Onsite Sewage Program in subsection

218 (4) . The recommendations must address all aspects of the type

219| two transfer, including the continued role of the county health

220| departments in the permitting, inspection, and tracking of

221 onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems under the direction

222 of the Department of Environmental Protection.

223 (3) By June 30, 2021, the Department of Health and the

224 Department of Environmental Protection shall enter into an

225 interagency agreement based on the recommendations required
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226 under subsection (2) and on recommendations from a plan that

227| must address all agency cooperation for a period of not less

228 than 5 years after the transfer, including:

229 (a) The continued role of the county health departments in

230 the permitting, inspection, data management, and tracking of

231 onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems under the direction

232 of the Department of Environmental Protection.

233 (b) The appropriate proportionate number of

234 administrative, auditing, inspector general, attorney, and

235| operational support positions, and their related funding levels

236 and sources and assigned property, to be transferred from the

237 Office of General Counsel, the Office of Inspector General, and

238 the Division of Administrative Services or other relevant

239 offices or divisions within the Department of Health to the

240 Department of Environmental Protection.

241 (c) The development of a recommended plan to address the

242 transfer or shared use of buildings, regional offices, and other

243 facilities used or owned by the Department of Health.

244 (d) Any operating budget adjustments that are necessary to

245 implement the requirements of this act. Adjustments made to the

246 operating budgets of the agencies in the implementation of this

247 act must be made in consultation with the appropriate

248 substantive and fiscal committees of the Senate and the House of

249| Representatives. The revisions to the approved operating budgets

250 for the 2021-2022 fiscal year which are necessary to reflect the
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251 organizational changes made by this act must be implemented

252 pursuant to s. 216.292(4) (d), Florida Statutes, and are subject

253 to s. 216.177, Florida Statutes. Subsequent adjustments between

254 the Department of Health and the Department of Environmental

255 Protection which are determined necessary by the respective

256| agencies and approved by the Executive Office of the Governor

257 are authorized and subject to s. 216.177, Florida Statutes. The

258| appropriate substantive committees of the Senate and the House

259| of Representatives must also be notified of the proposed

260 revisions to ensure their consistency with legislative policy

261 and intent.

262 (4) Effective July 1, 2021, all powers, duties, functions,

263| records, offices, personnel, associated administrative support

264| positions, property, pending issues, existing contracts,

265| administrative authority, administrative rules, and unexpended

266| balances of appropriations, allocations, and other funds for the

267 regulation of onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems

268 relating to the Onsite Sewage Program in the Department of

269| Health are transferred by a type two transfer, as defined in s.

270 20.06(2), Florida Statutes, to the Department of Environmental

271 Protection.

272 (5) Notwithstanding chapter 60L-34, Florida Administrative

273 Code, or any law to the contrary, employees who are transferred

274 from the Department of Health to the Department of Environmental

275| Protection to fill positions transferred by this act retain and
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276 transfer any accrued annual leave, sick leave, and regular and

277 special compensatory leave balances.

278 Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 20.255, Florida

279 Statutes, is amended to read:

280 20.255 Department of Environmental Protection.—There is
281 created a Department of Environmental Protection.

282 (1) The head of the Department of Environmental Protection
283 shall be a secretary, who shall be appointed by the Governor,

284 with the concurrence of two or more +h¥ree members of the

285| Cabinet. The secretary shall be confirmed by the Florida Senate.
286| The secretary shall serve at the pleasure of the Governor.
287 Section 4. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (7) of

288 section 373.036, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

289 373.036 Florida water plan; district water management

290| plans.—

291 (7) CONSOLIDATED WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT ANNUAL REPORT.—
292 (a) By March 1, annually, each water management district

293 shall prepare and submit to the Office of Economic and

294 Demographic Research, the department, the Governor, the

295 President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

296| Representatives a consolidated water management district annual
297 report on the management of water resources. In addition, copies
298| must be provided by the water management districts to the chairs
299 of all legislative committees having substantive or fiscal

300 jurisdiction over the districts and the governing board of each
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301 county in the district having jurisdiction or deriving any funds
302 for operations of the district. Copies of the consolidated

303 annual report must be made available to the public, either in
304| printed or electronic format.

305 (b) The consolidated annual report shall contain the

306 following elements, as appropriate to that water management

307| district:

308 1. A district water management plan annual report or the
309| annual work plan report allowed in subparagraph (2) (e)4.

310 2. The department-approved minimum flows and minimum water
311| 1levels annual priority list and schedule required by s.

312 373.042(3).

313 3. The annual 5-year capital improvements plan required by
314 s. 373.536(6) (a)3.

315 4. The alternative water supplies annual report required
316 by s. 373.707(8) (n) .

317 5. The final annual 5-year water resource development work
318 program required by s. 373.536(6) (a)4.

319 6. The Florida Forever Water Management District Work Plan
320 annual report required by s. 373.199(7).

321 7. The mitigation donation annual report required by s.
322 373.414(1) (b)2.

323 8. Information on all projects related to water quality or
324 water gquantity as part of a 5-year work program, including:

325 a. A list of all specific projects identified to implement
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326 a basin management action plan, including any projects to

327 connect onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems to central

328 sewerage systems and convert onsite sewage treatment and

329| disposal systems to enhanced nutrient reducing onsite sewage

330 treatment and disposal systems, or a recovery or prevention

331 strategy;

332 b. A priority ranking for each listed project for which
333 state funding through the water resources development work

334| program is requested, which must be made available to the public
335 for comment at least 30 days before submission of the

336 consolidated annual report;

337 c. The estimated cost for each listed project;
338 d. The estimated completion date for each listed project;
339 e. The source and amount of financial assistance to be

340| made available by the department, a water management district,
341 or other entity for each listed project; and

342 f. A quantitative estimate of each listed project's

343 benefit to the watershed, water body, or water segment in which
344 it is located.

345 9. A grade for each watershed, water body, or water

346 segment in which a project listed under subparagraph 8. is

347 located representing the level of impairment and violations of
348 adopted minimum flow or minimum water levels. The grading system
349| must reflect the severity of the impairment of the watershed,

350 water body, or water segment.
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351 Section 5. Subsections (7) and (8) are added to section
352 373.223, Florida Statutes, to read:
353 373.223 Conditions for a permit.—

354 (7) The department shall, in coordination with the water

355| management districts, conduct a study on the bottled water

356 industry in the state.

357 (a) The study must:

358 1. TIdentify all springs in the state associated with a

359| consumptive use permit for a bottled water facility producing

360| its product with water withdrawn from a spring. Such

361 identification must include:

362 a. The magnitude of the spring;

363 b. Whether the spring has been identified as an

364 Outstanding Florida Spring as defined in s. 373.802;

365 c. Any minimum flow or minimum water levels adopted by the

366| department or water management district, the status of any such

367 adopted minimum flow or minimum water levels, and any associated

368 recovery oOr prevention strategies;

369 d. The permitted and actual use associated with the

370 consumptive use permits;

371 e. The reduction in spring flow associated with the

372| permitted and actual use associated with the consumptive use

373| permits;
374 f. The impact of bottled water facilities on springs

375 compared to other users; and
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376 g. The types of water conservation measures used by

377| bottled water facilities permitted to withdraw water from

378 springs.
379 2. Identify the labeling and marketing regulations

380 associated with the identification of bottled water as spring

381| water, including whether the regulations incentivize the

382| withdrawal of water from springs.

383 3. Evaluate the direct and indirect economic benefits to

384 the local communities resulting from bottled water facilities

385| that withdraw water from springs, including, but not limited to,

386| tax revenue, Jjob creation, and wages.

387 4. Evaluate the direct and indirect costs to the local

388 communities located in proximity to springs impacted by

389 withdrawals from bottled water production, including, but not

390 limited to, the decreased recreational value of the spring and

391 the cost to other users for the development of alternative water

392 supply or reductions in permit durations and allocations.

393 5. 1Include a cost-benefit analysis of withdrawing,

394| producing, marketing, selling, and consuming spring water as

395 compared to other sources of bottled water.

396 6. Evaluate how much bottled water withdrawn from springs

397 is sold in the state.

398 (b) By June 30, 2021, the department shall submit a report

399 containing the findings of the study to the Governor, the

400 President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
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401 Representatives, and the Office of Economic and Demographic

402 Research.

403 (c) As used in this section, the term:
404 1. "Bottled water" has the same meaning as in s. 500.03.
405 2. "Water withdrawn from a spring" means water withdrawn

406 from an underground formation from which water flows naturally

407 to the surface of the earth in the manner described in 21 C.F.R.

408 s. 165.110(a) (2) (vi).

409 (8) Beginning July 1, 2020, a new consumptive use permit,

410 or the renewal or modification of a consumptive use permit, that

411 authorizes the use of water withdrawn from a spring for bottled

412 water may not be approved by the governing board or the

413| department unless, in the case of a renewal or modification, the

414 application for renewal or modification was submitted to the

415 department or water management district before January 1, 2020.

416 This subsection expires June 30, 2022.

417 Section 6. Subsection (5) of section 373.4131, Florida
418 Statutes, is amended, and subsection (6) is added to that

419 section, to read:

420 373.4131 Statewide environmental resource permitting
421 rules.—
422 (5) To ensure consistent implementation and interpretation

423 of the rules adopted pursuant to this section, the department
424 shall conduct or oversee regular assessment and training of its

425 staff and the staffs of the water management districts and local
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426| governments delegated local pollution control program authority

4277 under s. 373.441. The training must include coordinating field

428 inspections of publicly and privately owned stormwater

429 structural controls, such as stormwater retention and detention

430| ponds.
431 (6) By January 1, 2021:
432 (a) The department and the water management districts

433 shall initiate rulemaking to update the stormwater design and

434 operation regqulations, including updates to the environmental

435| resource permit applicant handbooks, using the most recent

436| scientific information available. As part of rule development,

437 the department shall consider and address low-impact design best

438| management practices and design criteria that increase the

439 removal of nutrients from stormwater discharges, and measures

440 for consistent application of the net improvement performance

441 standard to ensure significant reductions of any pollutant

442 loadings to a waterbody.

443 (b) The department shall evaluate inspection data relating

444 to compliance by those entities that submit a self-certification

445 under s. 403.814(12) and provide the Legislature with

446| recommendations for improvements to the self-certification

447 process.
448 Section 7. Subsection (7) is added to section 381.0065,
449 Florida Statutes, to read:

450 381.0065 Onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems;
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451 regulation.—
452 (7) USE OF ENHANCED NUTRIENT REDUCING ONSITE SEWAGE

453 TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL SYSTEMS.-To meet the requirements of a

454 total maximum daily load, the department shall implement a fast-

455 track approval process of no longer than 6 months for the

456 determination of the use of American National Standards

457 Institute 245 systems approved by NSF International before July
458 1, 2020.

459 Section 8. Effective July 1, 2021, paragraphs (d) and (e)
460 and (g) through (g) of subsection (2) of section 381.0065,

461 Florida Statutes, are redesignated as paragraphs (e) and (g) and
462 (h) through (r), respectively, subsections (3) and (4) are

463 amended, and a new paragraph (d) is added to subsection (2) of
464 that section, to read:

465 381.0065 Onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems;

466 regulation.—

467 (2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in ss. 381.0065-381.0067, the
468 term:
469 (d) "Department”" means the Department of Environmental

470 Protection.

471 (3) DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL

472 PROTECTION HEAEFTH.—The department shall:
473 (a) Adopt rules to administer ss. 381.0065-381.0067,
474 including definitions that are consistent with the definitions

475 in this section, deerecases—+teo sethack reguirements—wheresno

Page 19 of 133

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb1343-01-c1



F L ORTIDA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

CS/HB 1343 2020

476 'lqn—-\l-l—'lﬁ h o v-d a

heatth hazard—exists, increases for the lot-flow allowance for
477 performance-based systems, requirements for separation from

478| water table elevation during the wettest season, requirements
479 for the design and construction of any component part of an

480 onsite sewage treatment and disposal system, application and
481| permit requirements for persons who maintain an onsite sewage
482 treatment and disposal system, requirements for maintenance and
483| service agreements for aerobic treatment units and performance-
484| based treatment systems, and recommended standards, including
485| disclosure requirements, for voluntary system inspections to be
486| performed by individuals who are authorized by law to perform
487| such inspections and who shall inform a person having ownership,
488 control, or use of an onsite sewage treatment and disposal

489 system of the inspection standards and of that person's

490 authority to request an inspection based on all or part of the
491 standards.

492 (b) Perform application reviews and site evaluations,

493 issue permits, and conduct inspections and complaint

494 investigations associated with the construction, installation,
495 maintenance, modification, abandonment, operation, use, or

496 repair of an onsite sewage treatment and disposal system for a
497 residence or establishment with an estimated domestic sewage
498 flow of 10,000 gallons or less per day, or an estimated

499| commercial sewage flow of 5,000 gallons or less per day, which

500 is not currently reqgulated under chapter 403.
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501 (c) Develop a comprehensive program to ensure that onsite
502 sewage treatment and disposal systems regulated by the

503 department are sized, designed, constructed, installed, sited,
504 repaired, modified, abandoned, used, operated, and maintained in
505 compliance with this section and rules adopted under this

506| section to prevent groundwater contamination, including impacts

507 from nutrient pollution, and surface water contamination and to

508| preserve the public health. The department is the final

509| administrative interpretive authority regarding rule

510| interpretation. In the event of a conflict regarding rule

511| interpretation, the Secretary of Environmental Protection State

512| Swrgeen—Generatr, or his or her designee, shall timely assign a

513 staff person to resolve the dispute.

514 (d) Grant variances in hardship cases under the conditions
515| prescribed in this section and rules adopted under this section.
516 (e) Permit the use of a limited number of innovative

517 systems for a specific period of time, when there is compelling
518 evidence that the system will function properly and reliably to
519| meet the requirements of this section and rules adopted under
520 this section.

521 (f) 1Issue annual operating permits under this section.

522 (g) Establish and collect fees as established under s.

523 381.0066 for services provided with respect to onsite sewage

524 treatment and disposal systems.

525 (h) Conduct enforcement activities, including imposing
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526 fines, issuing citations, suspensions, revocations, injunctions,
527 and emergency orders for violations of this section, part I of
528 chapter 386, or part III of chapter 489 or for a violation of
529 any rule adopted under this section, part I of chapter 386, or
530| part III of chapter 489.

531 (i) Provide or conduct education and training of

532| department personnel, service providers, and the public

533| regarding onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems.

534 (jJ) Supervise research on, demonstration of, and training
535| on the performance, environmental impact, and public health

536| impact of onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems within
537 this state. Research fees collected under s. 381.0066(2) (k) must
538| be used to develop and fund hands-on training centers designed
539 to provide practical information about onsite sewage treatment
540 and disposal systems to septic tank contractors, master septic
541 tank contractors, contractors, inspectors, engineers, and the
542| public and must also be used to fund research projects which

543 focus on improvements of onsite sewage treatment and disposal
544 systems, including use of performance-based standards and

545 reduction of environmental impact. Research projects shall be
546| Znitia
547
548 specific to the state Flrerida. Such projects shall be awarded
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549 through competitive negotiation, using the procedures provided

550 in s. 287.055, to public or private entities that have
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551 experience in onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems in

552 the state Flerida and that are principally located in the state
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556| review and adviseory—ecommittee
557 (k) Approve the installation of individual graywater

558| disposal systems in which blackwater is treated by a central
559 sewerage system.

560 (1) Regulate and permit the sanitation, handling,

561 treatment, storage, reuse, and disposal of byproducts from any
562 system regulated under this chapter andreot—regulated by Ethe

63| Deportment—eof Favironrentat Pretection.

564 (m) Permit and inspect portable or temporary toilet

565 services and holding tanks. The department shall review

566 applications, perform site evaluations, and issue permits for
567 the temporary use of holding tanks, privies, portable toilet
568 services, or any other toilet facility that is intended for use
569 on a permanent or nonpermanent basis, including facilities

570| placed on construction sites when workers are present. The

571 department may specify standards for the construction,

572 maintenance, use, and operation of any such facility for

573 temporary use.

574 (n) Regulate and permit maintenance entities for

575 performance-based treatment systems and aerobic treatment unit
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576 systems. To ensure systems are maintained and operated according
577 to manufacturer's specifications and designs, the department
578 shall establish by rule minimum qualifying criteria for

579| maintenance entities. The criteria shall include+ training,

580 access to approved spare parts and components, access to

581 manufacturer's maintenance and operation manuals, and service
582 response time. The maintenance entity shall employ a contractor
583 licensed under s. 489.105(3) (m), or part III of chapter 489, or
584 a state-licensed wastewater plant operator, who is responsible
585 for maintenance and repair of all systems under contract.

586 (4) PERMITS; INSTALLATION; AND CONDITIONS.—A person may
587 not construct, repair, modify, abandon, or operate an onsite
588 sewage treatment and disposal system without first obtaining a

589| permit approved by the department. The department may issue

590| permits to carry out this section;—but—shallrot—make—Ethe

591
592 | departmentof Envirenmental Proteetion, except that the issuance

593 of a permit for work seaward of the coastal construction control

594 line established under s. 161.053 shall be contingent upon

595 receipt of any required coastal construction control line permit

596 from the department efFEnvirenmental Proteetioen. A construction
597| permit is valid for 18 months after f£xem the date of issuance
598| date and may be extended by the department for one 90-day period
599| wunder rules adopted by the department. A repair permit is valid
600 for 90 days after £xem the date of issuance. An operating permit
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601| must be obtained before p¥rier—+te the use of any aerobic

602 treatment unit or if the establishment generates commercial

603| waste. Buildings or establishments that use an aerobic treatment
604 unit or generate commercial waste shall be inspected by the

605 department at least annually to assure compliance with the terms
606 of the operating permit. The operating permit for a commercial
607| wastewater system is valid for 1 year after fxem the date of

608 issuance and must be renewed annually. The operating permit for
609| an aerobic treatment unit is valid for 2 years after f£xem the
610| date of issuance and must be renewed every 2 years. If all

611| information pertaining to the siting, location, and installation
612 conditions or repair of an onsite sewage treatment and disposal
613| system remains the same, a construction or repair permit for the
614 onsite sewage treatment and disposal system may be transferred
615| to another person, if the transferee files, within 60 days after
616| the transfer of ownership, an amended application providing all

617 corrected information and proof of ownership of the property. A

618 There—3s—me fee is not associated with the processing of this
619| supplemental information. A person may not contract to

620 construct, modify, alter, repair, service, abandon, or maintain
621 any portion of an onsite sewage treatment and disposal system
622| without being registered under part III of chapter 489. A

623| property owner who personally performs construction,

624| maintenance, or repairs to a system serving his or her own

625| owner-occupied single-family residence is exempt from
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626 registration requirements for performing such construction,

627| maintenance, or repairs on that residence, but is subject to all
628| permitting requirements. A municipality or political subdivision
629 of the state may not issue a building or plumbing permit for any
630| building that requires the use of an onsite sewage treatment and
631 disposal system unless the owner or builder has received a

632 construction permit for such system from the department. A

633| building or structure may not be occupied and a municipality,
634| political subdivision, or any state or federal agency may not
635| authorize occupancy until the department approves the final

636| 1installation of the onsite sewage treatment and disposal system.
637| A municipality or political subdivision of the state may not

638 approve any change in occupancy or tenancy of a building that
639| uses an onsite sewage treatment and disposal system until the
640 department has reviewed the use of the system with the proposed
641 change, approved the change, and amended the operating permit.
042 (a) Subdivisions and lots in which each lot has a minimum
643 area of at least one-half acre and either a minimum dimension of
644 100 feet or a mean of at least 100 feet of the side bordering
645| the street and the distance formed by a line parallel to the

646 side bordering the street drawn between the two most distant

647| points of the remainder of the lot may be developed with a water
648 system regulated under s. 381.0062 and onsite sewage treatment
649 and disposal systems, provided the projected daily sewage flow

650 does not exceed an average of 1,500 gallons per acre per day,
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651 and provided satisfactory drinking water can be obtained and all
652 distance and setback, soil condition, water table elevation, and
653 other related requirements of this section and rules adopted

654 under this section can be met.

655 (b) Subdivisions and lots using a public water system as
656 defined in s. 403.852 may use onsite sewage treatment and

657| disposal systems, provided there are no more than four lots per
658 acre, provided the projected daily sewage flow does not exceed
659 an average of 2,500 gallons per acre per day, and provided that
660 all distance and setback, soil condition, water table elevation,
661 and other related requirements that are generally applicable to
662 the use of onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems are met.
663 (c) Notwithstanding paragraphs (a) and (b), for

664 subdivisions platted of record on or before October 1, 1991,

665| when a developer or other appropriate entity has previously made
666| or makes pr